[Anti-inflammatory effect of a traditional Chinese medicine, ren-shen-yang-rong-tang (Japanese name: ninjin-youei-to), on alveolar macrophages stimulated by RANTES or TNF-alpha].
This study was performed to clarify the effect of RANTES or TNF-alpha on rabbit alveolar macrophages and the anti-inflammatory effect of NINJIN-YOUEI-TO on alveolar macrophages stimulated by RANTES or TNF-alpha. Phagocytosis of alveolar macrophages was dose-dependently stimulated by RANTES or TNF-alpha. However, phagocytosis of alveolar macrophages was completely suppressed to the basal level when alveolar macrophages were preincubated with NINJIN-YOUEI-TO at 37 degrees C for 20 min. These results suggest that NINJIN-YOUEI-TO has an anti-inflammatory effect on alveolar macrophages through a process still to be determined.